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Innovative uses for the revitalisation of heritage places
for sustainable development

Case studies in the historic city centre of Florence, Italy

Introduction

The city of FlorencB a World Heritage Site since 1982has in recent decades oriented its
activity alnost exclusively towards tourism and is currently implementing alternative urban
development practices to manage the p@dVID-19 crisis. Following the first wave of the
pandemic, a document entitledinasce FirengBeborn Florencé)was drawn up, and by
2021, the city had redefined its strategic vision with a Structural Plan, with specific regulatory
elements in the Operational, sided by a Green Plan and an action plan for the management
of the UNESCO site. The current paper offers an overview of the, aig/characteristics, its
development vision and its heritage; it will also focus on two selected case studies of the
architectural and urban heritage of the historic centre, offering a reflection on the
possibilities for revitalising the historic centad the city by bringing back residents and
creating places where the flows of residents and travellers can meet. Such places should be
the subject of specific planning, both to encourage the return of citizens, with strategies for
improving environmental wplity and services (such as by equipping green spaces in the
historic centre), and to create opportunities for intercultural dialogue by redeveloping the
travel system and hospitality. The two case studies are the Auditorium al Doanplace

for culture and international scientific meetingsand a system of underused minor squares
that includes the redevelopment project of the Piazzetta dei Tre Re.

! hitps://www.comune.fi.it/system/files/ZBA5/rinascefirenze_ DOC_6.pdast visited orMay
27th, 2021.
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Florence: metropolitan area, municipality and historic centre

The Florentine Metropolitan City comprises 42umicipalities in an area ajpproximately 3,500 knwith
over 1,007,000 inhabitants. Geographically, it is characterised by a largely hilly area with
significant mountain coverage (26.8%) and a small area of plaing.(4.5%)

Since the time of the Roman settlements, the area hasldped in a polycentric way and

the dominance of rural over urban areas has been maintained. The limited anthropisation
can be seen in the large quantity of wooded areas (52%), which is clearly larger than the area
for agricultural use (39%). The countrysidnd nature are therefore strong elements of the
metropolitan area as a whole. The main river is the Arno, which rises on Mount Falterona
and then flows into the Ligurian Sea at the height of the city of Pisa, after crossing the
Municipality of Florencedm east to west. In the Florentine area, the two banks of the river

are connected by bridges of great architectural and historical value, including the Ponte
Vecchio and Ponte Santa Trinita.

The municipality is home to more than 378,000 inhabitants iaraa of just over 102 ki

and is divided into five districts: Historic Centre (Q1), Campo di Marte (Q2), Gavidana
Galluzzo (Q3), IsolottdLegnaia (Q4) and Rifredi (Q5). Part of Q1 is the historic centre of

the city that has been on the World Heritage Lsihce 1982dore zong, and a large portion

of the Florentine territory is protected by UNESCO asaffer zon¢o the central area. The

core zone is inhabited by 67,500 residents on 505 Ha and is delimited by the remains of the
fourteenth century city whs, which feature gates, towers and two Medici fortresses (to the
north, the Fortress of San Giovanni Batti s
San Giorgio in Belvedere).

Since 2005, management of the Florence World Heritage City Cerdieldeen carried out
through the Florence World Heritage and Relations with UNESCO Office of the Municipality
of Florence, which deals with the drafting and monitoring of the site management plan of the
Steering Committee of the Historic Centre of FlorencEhis committee is composed of the
Municipality of Florence, the Region of Tuscany and the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and
Activities and Tourism (MiBACT), together with the Superintendence of Archaeology, Fine
Arts and Landscape and the Regional Direate for Museums of Tuscany. The current
management plan (PdG) drawn up in 2021 is the third and replaces the previous one, which
was approved in 2016.

2 Dati Rinascimento Metropolitérféiano Strutturale Metropolitano 20301 | a Ci tt ~ Met r
Firenze.

® https://www.firenzepatrimoniomondiale.ithagontent/uploads/2015/12/Documento
PreparatoricPianadi-Gestione2021.pdflast visited on May 27th, 2021.
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Image 1: The Arno River and the Ponte VeccRibotograph by Corinna Del Bianco, 2019.
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Image 2: Theibtoric centre of Florence registered on the UNESCO World Heritage List and its buffer zone.
Map by the UNESCO Office, based on the Tuscany Region Vectorial Map.
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The heritage of the historic centre of Florence

The historic centre of Florence comprises arban and social fabric that for centuries has
been the scene of an extraordinary cultural and artistic flowering that has manifested itself
in monuments like the Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore, the Church of Santa Croce,
Palazzo Vecchio and the UffiziPalazzo Pitti. The artistic works in the area are many and
are signed by great masters such as Michelangelo, Brunelleschi and Giotto. The Florentine
Renaissance strongly influenced the development of arts and architecture in Italy and across
Europe, andhe character of Florence is therefore unique from both historical and aesthetic
points of view. Florence qualifies for inclusion in the World Heritage List under Criteria (i),
(i), (i), (iv) and (vi), and its uniqueness is also seen in its integdtguthenticity. In detail,

with regard to UNESCO Ciriterion (i), the Florentine urban complex in its entirety is
explicitly considered a masterpiece and a result of continuous creation that has lasted for
more than six centuries. For Criterion (ii), sinckd fifteenth century, Florence has had a
dominant influence on the development of architecture and monumental arts in both Italy
and in Europe, aridfor Criterion (iii)fi the historic centre is also representative of the
commercial power that the city had dung the Middle Ages and Renaissance, as the ancient
places and types (markets, lodges etc.) of trade have been preserved. The palaces represent
the magnificence and wealth of the bankers and princes who ruled the city between the
fourteenth and seventeentienturiesi Criterion (iv)ii and finally, the city is materially
associated with events of universal importance, such as the birth of the ideas of the
Renaissance and of modern humarfis@riterion (vi)*.

Florence and travel

For centuries, Florence has beegw@tural travel destination, and for a long time was a fixed
stop on the Grand Tour of Europe for the children of the wealthiest families of the continent.
On such trips, the travellers would stop in Florence and remain for a significant time, forging
a real connection with the urban, suburban and rural area, enriching it with their culture and
sometimes even their work. In the second half of the twentieth century, mass tourism
developed, with its service chains and industrial model, and thus began tloem@disation

of travel, both internal and international. Most workers in wealthy areas of the world can
now travel, and, in recent decades, tourists have bedorspurred by the advent of cheap
flights and access to online serviiesasty, distractedandessed | al | y 6consumer
its spaces and its culture. However, a change in this trend started to appear only a few years
before COVID-19, with a new generation of travellers more attentive to discovering the
authenticity of places and to creatingrough travel, true cultural experiences.

* http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/17kst visited on May 3%.2021.
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With the arrival of masses of tourists, citizens in Florence began to abandon the historic
centre, which was no longer suitable for families but was instead responding increasingly to
the need foopnada ofopubstcfepates, services
majority of the residents of the UNESCO historic centre are people who live alone or in
couplegi mainly the elderly or young people who have owned a house for less than twenty
years (Zoppi2020). The residents perceive tourists as a precious economic source, but also
as a bearer of inconvenience because they see and use the city as a place of entertainment,
regardless of those living and working there (Blagojevic, 2020). At the same tavellérs

bring to a place not only economic enrichment, but &lsend above &l cultural enrichment
created by the encounter with the multiculturality present at that place (Del Bianco, 2018).

It is a spiral process already experienced by many other histotérnational cities, such as
Venice or Barcelona, but which the COWI® pandemic abruptly interrupted, offering the
possibility for a rethinking of the entire city system. The goal must be to bring residents back
to live in the historic centre, and talo this, it is necessary to rethink the system of public
spaces, social residences and citizen services. Only by bringing the residents back to live in
the city is it possible to return to a state of balance and quality in terms of both living in and
usingg he fruits of the cityodos heritage.

Prevailing tourist flows, issues to be solved

In a city like Florence, tourism represents a problem rather than an economic, social and
cultural opportunity that would be intrinsic to a system of travel and hospitaltyer the

years, the tourists who have visited the city have become increasingly numerous and hasty
The response to this growing market demand has itself been increasingly impulsive and less
and less oriented to public administration, resulting in aagitun that is difficult to control

or reverse. Before the COVIEL9 pandemic, the city saw masses of tourists arriving on day
trips from cruise ships that stopped at the nearby Port of Livorno, from the airports of

FIl orence and Pi s a ioaspnbdth bympubin artd lpréevatecbusesy asy of t a
these people did not even stay overnight in the city, but only visited the main streets and
museum attractions while remaining in the DuodufizoPonte VecchidGalleria

del | 8Accademi a qistsatiderefore, ®ad the apportunity ®© experience the
cityds heritage and territory in depth,
museums and monuments, but also the city and the metropolitan system, with the cultural
expressions of the histac centre and other districts and the cultural, natural and food and
wine offerings of the rural and suburban areas.

® In 2018, the tourist market of the city and its metropolitan area recorded almost 15.5 million
visits, with an average stay of 2.9 nights, up from 2.7 in 2013 (Centro Studi Tu28iiéi. The
average stay trend continued to rise in 2019.
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Meanwhile, the historic centre, emptied of residents, has given way to -s&ort rentals,
bringing heavy repercussions for the residenktiallding stock, with prices and sizes not
accessible to local people. The network of production activities has been oriented mainly
towards temporary customers, and environmental pollution has increased along with the
difficulty of managing both resourcasn d wa st e. Finally, withou
local cultural identity has begun to deteriorate in an irreversible procefisifeyficatién

In summary, tourism impacts at least ten main aspects of the city: 1) transport, 2) quality of
life ofresidents and tourists, 3) quality of work, 4) growth of demand/offerings with respect
to seasonal adjustments, 5) protection of cultural heritage, 6) protection of environmental
heritage, 7) protection of the identity of the local destinations, 8) deptetof natural
resources, 9) increase in energy consumption and 10) management and production of waste.

FIRENZE
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CENTRO STORICO
DI FIRENZE

NUMERO DI
ISCRIZIONE 174

Gingione 1982
Galleriadelld Ac c ad e¥ni CRITERL IIIIII IV VI
rwa N43 46 23.016
LONGITUDINE E1l15 21.996
COREZONE 505 HA

BUFFERZONE 10'480 HA

4MUNICIPALITA

BAGNO A RIPOLI
FIESOLE

FIRENZE

SESTO FIORENTINO

/
Uffizi Gallery

Image 3: The Duomo Squadffizi GallergPonte VecchisgGal | eri a del | 8 Accademi a
UNESCO Office (UNESCO, 2018, pp.di), elaboation by Corinna Del Bianco.

Tourism development trajectories and innovative ideas for the Metropolitan
City, Municipality and UNESCO -listed centre

® Disneyficatida defined by the Merriasive b st er di cti onary as O0the t |
something real or unsettling) into carefully controlled and safe entertainment or an environment

with simia r g u atips:/Anivwensediamwebster.com/dictionary/Disneyficatiplast visited

May 27th, 2021.
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In the vision of the Metropolitan City of Florence, expressed in tR&ascimento
Metropolitar@MetropolitarStructural Plan 203tburism is framed as an integrated system
throughout the territory, involving urban and rural areas and enhancing the widespread
environmental assets and the culture of relationship and balance between man and the
environment that ha been maintained over the years for both the production and
conservation of resources. The 2030 vision therefore sees tourism as an opportunity for the
entire metropolitan ared one that should exploit the brand of the historic centre of
Florence to createsynergy with the neighbouring areas, encouraging different forms of
tourism and exploiting the network of smal
One can thus envisage not only occasional foreign travellers, but also metropolitanscitizen
interested in understanding their region more in depth. Such a system would allow 1) the
decongestion of historic centres and the recovery of their identities, in synergy with other
planned actions, 2) reduced consumption and 3) experimentation withfoews of living

in smaller rural centres.

By narrowing the scale and focusing on the city of Florence, nine themes for the development
and regeneration of the cifiy and particularly its historic centre, one of the most affected
areas because of its predoramtly tourist orientationi are identified inRinasce Firenze
Briefly, the city is conceived as

1. polycentric, with the need to reactivate the neighbourheschle system with
enhanced pedestrian and cycle mobility, reinforced green areas and shops and new
neighbourhood services;

2. having a new historic centre in which mediuamd longterm rentals are encouraged
and investments are made in accessibility, innovation, research and training;

3. containing more liveable urban spaces that have a focus on energy traasitor and
urban forestry, with the planting of 20,000 new trées

4. possessing greener mobility through the encouragement of cycle highways and an
increase in the sharing offers of bicycles, scooters and cars;

5. devel oping the city 0dversificationofrioyrisrain additiero r k i
to the DuomodUffizoPonte VecchidAccademia Gallery quadrilateral;

6. expanding the systemic and cultural offerings;
7. putting children and families at the centre with dedicated offers;

8. encouraging work care, with welfarepme and work policies; and

7 https://ambiente.comune.fi.it/dalledazioni/transizion@erdee-forestazioneurbanalast visited May 27th, 2021.
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9. working on an increasingly intelligent city and expanding digital accessibility with fibre
mapping and the drafting of a Digital Urban Plan.

The UNESCO Office has also worked on the redevelopment of minor or filded squares

in order to distribute the offerings, offer new value to the entire urban fabric, give visibility
to the productive sector and enhance services and commercial, artisanal and cultural
activities.

Innovative uses of heritage to develop alternative and sust ainable tourism
dynamics

The importance of decentralisation of the cultural offerings infuses all the documents for the
direction and management of the area; it aims to enhance the secondary and peripheral areas
and to improve the management of tourist e by decongesting the Florentine historic
centre and enhancing the surroundings. Thus, travellers would be better able to understand
the local cultural identity and would stay longer by investing in a journey that is much more
aware and respectful of bottne heritage and the place and its residents.

The environment would also benefit, with a reduction in the impact on its resources. As
already mentioned by Paolo Del Bianco in numerous publications, the management plans of
heritage sites should target adection in the number of tourists, favouring a longer average
stay with policies and commercial offers. The increase in the average stay would allow travel
redevel opment and an expansion to meet tr
access to @ces of culture, but also for theatres, cinemas, food shops and other retailers.
Such development represents a use of heritage that favours dialogue between cultures as an
exercise in tolerance and respect for cultural diversity (Del Bianco, 2018). Thrthege
actions, the entire markét both supply and demandcan be redeveloped, solving problems
related to overtourism dynamics and rediscovering the valoksravel and hospitality
through a new use of architectural and urban heritage.

Two case studies: the Auditorium al Duomo and the Piazzetta dei Tre Re

Among the many places normally visited by large flows of travellers, some can be identified
as creating exceptional moments of encounter between travellers and residents and between
travellers of diffeent origins. As discussed in the didactic material, it is possible to analyse
spaces of various types that activate this type of meeting activity and to work both on urban
and architectural regeneration and on the redevelopment of tourism. Two intervestion
have been identified that involve both public and private spaces and which potentiate
meetings and exchanges between residents and travellers, opposing the phenomenon of

12



60touristificationo of hi storic centultueas an ¢
and recreational activities between different flows.

The first case study is a space dedicated to culture that is located a few metres from the
Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore: the Auditorium al Duomo, a former historic cinema and
place of culire and socialisation, which was intended as a place for meetings among
international visitors and the city. The second example is the Piazzetta dei Tre Re, a small
square close to Piazza della Repubblica, which had fallen into decay and was regenerated
through a conservation and maintenance intervention and then with an architectural project
that included an opeair bar enriched by a programme of recreational and cultural activities.
Both the Auditorium and the Piazzetta are located in the heart of therlWderitage

Centre.

FIRENZE
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FIRENZE
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Image 4: Location of the two selected best practidgase map UNESCO Office (UNESCO, 2018, p@ 14
15), elaboration by Corinna Del Bianco.

The Auditorium al Duomo: notes on the history of the private architecture

The Auditorium alDu o0 mo I 'S | ocat ed on t he bl oc k b et
del | 6Al Il or o and has an entrance on each o
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position in the geography of the city as it is located on the main road leading to the square

of the Cahedral of Santa Maria Del Fiore in front of the church of Santa Maria Maggiore,
which is located in front of the building. The road is also the most frequented by flows of
travellers arriving in Florence by train at the Santa Maria Novella station, valictated at

the end of Via Panzani, the continuation o

The building was born as the headquarters of the Compagnia degli Oliandoli and Pizzicagnoli,
who created an oratory there. The building has since undergone numerous internal and
fa ade transformations; the elevation on Vi
while the fa-ade on Vi a-cedtedorigiheln 1931, @ was | s
completely redesigned for a radical change of use, becoming a cinema mantwedhurch

of Santa Maria Maggiore. The place was first called the Educational Moral Cinema and then
Cinema Dante. After the war, it changed its name twice more, first to Cinema Mignon then

to Cinema Astra 1, and, from 1962, various projects aimed agexling and renovating the

hall were carried out. In 1988, the location was renovated by the engineer Lisindo Baldassini,
and between 2003 and 2006, the architect Paolo Del Bianco conducted other works to
reconfirm its public entertainment purpose, whilencorporating functionality for
conferences and international cultural meetings. On 5 May 2006, the new spaces were
inaugurated under the name Auditorium al Duomo.

Eventually, management of the cinema hall was separated, as was distribution of foot traffic
to the | eft and right sides of the buil di

buildingds functi on, even though diversi f|
was placed in front the Auditorium, with the Hotel Laurus al Duomo oe tight and the

Caff  Astra al Duomo on the |l eft. Today, I
Cerretani and the emergency exi t fotmeuppera de

an amphitheatre and the lower a modular room with threebssectors. In the basement,
there are dressing rooms and rehearsal rooms for artists, and the structure can
accommodate up to 500 people. The Auditorium is where the meetings of the Romualdo
Del Bianco Foundation take place, and it works closely with tearby Palazzo Coppini,
which is also a space for international meetings and is located at Via del Giglio 10. In
September 2011, the amphitheatre hall was dedicated to Andrzej Tomaszewki with a formal
ceremony in the presence of the authorities, and the éswwoom was dedicated to Giuliano
Borselli.
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| mage 5: Fa-ade of the main entrance of the Audi:t
of the Santa Maria Maggiore Churéthotograph by Corinna Del Bianco, 2021.
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Image 6: Detailofthe nt r ance on VRheaogrdph By CGrmmaDel Biancoj 2021.
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| mage 7: Fa-ade on Via dell Al 1l or o. Phot ograph by

A place dedicated to culture, where residential and tourist flows overlap

The Romualdo Del Bianco Foundat and the COMI hotel company have worked together

on creating encounters for pead®iilding purposes by returning a private space to citizens.
The company, in meeting its corporate social responsibilities, sought to regenerate space
and architecture forthe city and its citizens, which is certainly a less profitable endeavour
than other possible uses. The effort created a central meeting place between international
cultures while also stimulating a hitgvel international scientific debate on issuesteslao
heritage and travel for intercultural dialogue. The Auditorium hosts up to five International
Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) International Scientific Committees per year
as well as meetings of major international cultural institutions repnéing heritage, including
UNESCO, ICCROM and UNWT®

8 Guests have included members of the network of the Romualdo Del Bianco Foundation, which
includes over 500 institions in 111 countries on five continents.

17



Image 8: A symposium of the Fondazione Romualdo Del Bianco. Photograph by Corinna Del Bianco, 2018.

The system of minor squares: an opportunity to improve liveability and the
environment in the his toric centre

Il n the complex hierarchies of the histor.i
the system of minor or lesseknown squares that are often forgotten and are in a state of
decay. These squares represent an opportunity that wasradsed in the2016 Management

Plan Monitoring Repgublished in 208 The historic centre has a series of critical issues,
such as mobility; the environmental situation of the Arno River, with its risk of flooding; the
decline in residents; the conseton of monuments; and, significantly, mass tourism
(Francini, 2019). A further element to consider in increasing the liveability of the historic
centre is that of greenery.

? https://www.firenzepatrimoniomondiale.it™gpntent/uploads/2015/12/Monitorage@®18
low.pdf lastvisited on May 3%, 2021.
L s L D e L e e st e s e s e L e A s F
in order to mitigate their effects are currently underway and being conducted by the Faculty of
Agriculture of the Universityf Florence and the CNR.
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In this regard, the system of minor squares could be an opportunity to create green
spaces with demineralisation of the soil and the planting of tree species. Greenery has always
coexisted with the architectural and building heritage and so does not represent an
incompatibility with the historic centre. If they became green, thesaller squares would

be places where a new, more comfortable environment could be offered to residents and
children, with services for families, such as games, seats and shaded spaces. They would alsc
favour the reenergisation of small commercial, artedand cultural activities, which are also
relevant services for travellers who might find rest and comfort in these small squares. The
system of minor squares could thus bring a new vitality to the Florentine historic centre by
offering an alternative tdhe paths most beaten by tourists; they could also bring a
diversification of connections, and, if properly conceived, they could be places where
travellers and residents meet and communicate, encouraged by the pleasantness of the
architectural surroundigs and the greenery that would allow a new use of the Florentine
heritage.

The recovery of the Piazzetta dei Tre Re

This space is | ocated between Piazza del | :
via three gates: the first in Via Calimaleth s econd i n Via ded Cal z.
Piazza della Repubblica. The space was in a state of great decay and neglect and was
recovered through a project by the architect Chiara Faniglitiho interpreted the space

as a small Garden of Eden te imade available to the city through private action by Serre
Torrigiani, which took care of the space in agreement with the municipality, bringing a
traditional street food programme, art installations and musical performances. The project
was awarded Fitsrize at the 2017 Tuscan Architecture Awatés

The recovery of the square required cleaning of all the surfacgkich had previously been
covered with graffiti and used as a public bathr@othat was carried out by the Angeli del
Bello of the Municipalitpf Florence, followed by the installation in the square of a specially
designed kiosk, a service warehouse, seating, a performance platform with a green wall on
scaffolding and a selection of potted trees. The signs placed at the entrance to the three
acess alleys were equally important in informing residents and travellers of this regenerated
corner of the city. In addition to these, trees, flower boxes and suspended lanterns have
been emplaced that signal a detachment from the normal minerality ofisk@ric centre.

Although the project was limited in scope and dimensions and does not represent a
permanent solution, it prompted reflection on the role of smaller squares, which could

1 https://studiofanigliulo.net/PIAZZBEFTREREFIRENZEEF2019last visited May 27 2021.
12 hitps://Iwww.premiearchitetturatoscana.it/nominee/riqualificazionebanapiazzadeitre-re-2/, last visited May 27
2021.
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become real public spaces for culture, art and greenery and providaltamative to
traditional flows and above all a meeting place for residents to rediscover and reanimate
parts of the city and for tourists to find a new form of urbanity. In this way, the flows,
crossing in these small and characteristic spaces, woultidafpundations for encounters
between different cultures and for the experimentation of new forms of dialogue that could
be monitored and stimulated through existing certification systems (Board Members of the
Romualdo Del Bianco Foundation, 2018).

Conclusions

In conclusion, the architectural project is a fundamental tool to encourage innovative uses
of heritage at both the architectural and urban scales. An architectural project has the power
to direct peopl eds behavi oadhevimgitide olgestives bfh e r
the 2030 agenda, contribute to the creation of opportunities for dialogue between the
cultures found at a site, be a key resource for reducing distress and violence in cities and
contribute to intercultural dialogue by facdiing mutual understanding and allowing for
different interpretations of heritage. In particular, cultural infrastructure can include
locations where dialogue and sharing are practised, contributing to social cohesion and
mutual understanding (UNESCO, 20pp. 242). A project can characterise the use of
architectural heritage by giving the space a new function, such as that of a creator of peace
processes, favouring interaction between people of different cultures and being designed to
contribute to increamg the environmental standards of historic sites.

In Florence, the problem of tourisinand therefore of the use of the architectural heritage
that characterises the aréahas been central in recent decades as it has transformed the
city into a playground, epriving it of many of its residents. From 2020, however, the city
has, with the pause enforced by the pandemic, had the opportunity to rethink its vision and
to give a new meaning to the flow of visitors interested in its cultural heritage.

This text offes two examples: a closed private space intended for public entertainment and
a public space whose recovery required synergy with a private actor. Both the Auditorium
al Duomo and the Piazzetta dei Tre Re can be seen as best practices as, with their
architectural and functional designs, they give residents and travellers the opportunity to
meet in the heart of the city and to engage in dialogue. Finally, this text emphasises the
importance of working on green interventions in historic centres in order tdegelop them

as spaces in which to live and in which the quality of life is high. This type of redevelopment,
which is not incompatible with the conservation and management of the architectural
heritage, is of great importance and can lead to radical @sumgthe use of the heritage of
historic centres, enriching the diversity of functions and guaranteeing an increase in
environmental comfort and sustainability.
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Hanna EIlisabet jberg, Angela Santangelo and S
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South Devon AONB *3
Devon (UK)

Figurel 0 The Outstanding Area of Natural Beauty in South DevBhoto courtesy of Sain Devon AONB
Unit.

Brief description:

The South Devon AONB is located in Southwest England, UK. The area is known for its significant
landscape features including rugged cliffs, sandy coves, peaceful countryside, picturesque villages.
rolling hills, woaled valleys, colorful hedge banks and secretive estuaries. As a result of its distinct
landscape character and wkilown beauty, it has become a popular place to visit. However, the
landscape character of the South Devon AONB is under increasing threatadsiocial, economic,

and environmental pressures. Activities such as land use, planning and the changing climate, all have
an influence on the character and condition of the landscape. The cumulative impact efcsieall
changes is being felt at a lacage scale and the need to respect distinctive local character is

13The best practice description has been authorgd Ha n n a E | Angela Bamtanggloaedr g ,
Simona Tondelli as part of the UNINET Cultural Heritage research group of the Alma Mater
Studiorum- University of Bologna.

23



increasingly needed to avoid further damaging cumulative daage AONB the landscape is
protected by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW Act). Local authorities have
givenaut hority par tame rocSABNBs & p pvdnrot ed by a wor ki n
focus is to: 1) to provide a strategic, independent unit dedicated to the conservation and
enhancement of the South Devon AONB; and |l) to-@alinate and drive the impteentation of

the Management plan. With a well thought through management, the South Devon AONB
constitutes a good example of contemporary and respongibkof cultural landscapes.

1. Characteristics of architectural monument

1.1. General information

< v
%
&

Located on the Southwest coast of Britain, tt
South Devon AONB can be argued to be or

of the countryos fin

Is weltknown for its significant landscap } ;
features including rugged cliffs, sandy con -
peaceful countryside, ¢uresque Vvillages
rolling hills, wooded valleys, colourful hedc
banks and secretive estuaries. The divel
landscape is a living heritage: an anci
cultural landscape with strong links to the s¢
and generations of human activity carved in
the surroundings. Covering an area of 340s
kms including a 97 km long unspoilt coastlir
five river estuaries, just over 27,000 hectart
of agricultural land and 2,500 hectares )
woodlands, the AONB offers varyingFigurez | _I:ocation IHTETHHTEETTIT

landscape features. AONB in Southwest England, Devon, UK.

scap

SOUTH DEVON AONB

The Area of Natural BeautyAONB) designation for South Devon was confirmed by the
government in 1960. South Devon AONB is or
Natur al Beauty (AONBs) which cover a tot al
to conserve and enhance natliaeauty, but also to take account of the needs of rural
industries and communities. Unlike national parks, however, which have their own planning
authorities, decisions on development in AONBs are made by local authorities and planning
inspectors. Most othe South Devon AONB (98%) lies in the South Hams/Devon County
Council. The AONB spans 43 parishes, two Town Councils and two wésdsith Devon

AONB Partnership, 2019c)
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In this handbook, the South Devon AONB landscape is not only considered as a place of
high beauty value but also in its indival and social dimensions, as a continuous cultural
process shared by people and influencing the-iveithg either of resident communities or
visitors. As landscape has always been made object of representation, narration, and
communication, it also funicins as place of cultural associations which, if correctly
understood and interpreted, in some ways supports the character and identity of dl2aces
Fazio and Modica, 2018Yhe South Devon AONB landscape is therefore notly
characterized by the functional aspects related to land use but also by a historic and cultural
dimension: the living nature of landscape itself; the role played by human communities in
shaping it and exploiting its resources; and the importance @ftitial/cultural perception.

The cultural associations are particularly important in a landscape like South Devon, as the
common knowledge of the landscape as a beautiful has made it a popular tourist destination
and holiday home. Still its cultural regsentation is sparse in comparison to other English
countryside landscapes (see for example the Cotsw@dsce, 19970r Lake District(Scott,

2012). There are for example few noteworthy names with a strong historic association to
the area. The most weknown representationof the South Devon landscape in popular
culture is through Agatha Christieds novel
and set some of her novels within the AONB (e.g., '"And Then There Were None' was set
on Burgh Island (see figure THouth Devon AONB Unit,2013) Besi des Chri st
landscape portrait, other cultural association to the local landscape that should be mentioned
could be given to the local agricultural varieties and breeds which are themselves an
Important historic feature of he area. These include the South Devon breed of cattle, a
number of herds still being kept in the area today, and local varieties of apple specific to
South Devon orchard¢South Devon AONB Unit, 2013What was once the cider capital

of England where every fartmad its orchard is now much less common. Strong cultural
traditions associated with orchards remain including wassdijliciger and juice making and

the championing of local apple variet{@&outh Devon AONB Unit, 2021b)

14 First mentioned in 1585 tha/oung men would go between orchards performing the rite for a good crop in the
forthcoming season (Wikipedia, 2021)
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Fgure3 6 The green parts of the map show the borders of the South Devon AQSButh Devon AONB Partnership,
2019c)

1.2. Brief history of cultural landscape

The outline of land ownership boundaries, territorial organisation and road was laid out in
the Bronze Age and Iro\ge, leaving a legacy of coaxial field system, barrows, hill forts,
occupation settlements, and ridge routes. However, the presence and age of these landscape
elements are not generally visible today, as they have been overlain or altered by successive
phases of land use or blotted out by e.g., ploughing or urban develop(&enith Devon

AONB Unit, 2013) In the early middle ages, the landscape was developed with a network
of open fields and strip farming, with rough grazing on much of the coastal and estuary
fringes, and the network of manor houses established. Although the period made an
important contribution to landscape organisation, the tangible remains are difficult to read

in the landscape todaiBouth Devon AONB Unit, 2013)
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- The later middle ages
saw the progessive

enclosure of strip fields
and coastal heathland,
the establishment of
vilages and large
estates and the
construction of

defensive fortifications
and churches, and
made a very significant
contribution to the

_ Fleming. I65.2_'48.’-;

Semn oA landscape we recognise

today (South Devon
Figure4 @ Village house with thatch roof in Black pool Valley AONB Unit, 2013)

in Stoke Flemmind2hoto courtesy of South Devon AONB rhit.

This is also when most

of the over 40 parish churches in the South Devon AONB originate, sometime between the
12th and 13th centurieéSouth Devon AONB Unit, no date)n addition to being a valuable
feature for the landscape picture, they are important fioeir contribution to our overall
understanding of past religious practices and social history

The 18th and 19th century brought the rebuilding of large estate houses, additional military
defences, the improvement of estate villages, establishmentbaais, the construction of
railways and even the gentrification of some towns. This is therefore also a highly significant
period in shapi nSounDbeedaONB Orat, 2013)The machavprie

of small fields, hedge banks, walls, hedgerow treesdsoorchards, and farmsteads were
created by farmers and foresters over hundreds of years. Smaller curving fields of medieval
origin remain on valley and coastal slopes. With a total of 4,060 km of hedge (ZwikiH

Devon Partnership, 2019)rhe rural and agricultural traditions continue to be expressed
through agricultural shows, village fair

wassailing events, and apple days. Box 1.2. Traditional local building
materials

The significant maritime related culture _
: Slate: used for walls, roofs and boundar
is expressed through th&arge number szl

of regattas and boating events. Othe Limestone: buildings

JIS oo IR UV ESINGITEINIOE § Grey mica schists and hornblende |
stations, navigation marks, lighthouse green schists: buildings and boundary w
(see figure 4), coastguard cottages, arh[BlgEIeEIAYe] (e=Tpl (o o I¥[|[e[[alo

shipwrecks. Cob: Farm buildings

(South Devon AQNB Unit, 2013)
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Among other types of the built heritage, historic villages and seglgs with strong
vernacular architecture and use of local materials give a strong sense of time depth. Historic
villages and towns are clustered at road crossings, bridging points, tidal limits, and strategic
waterside locations. The geology varies acrtss AONB and provides a variety of good
guality building stone (see box 1.2 for an overview of the type of stone material used),
extracted from a large number of small faisoale quarries. Buildings used lime mortar
extensively, with a pervasive use ofid render and lime wash to increase protection from
rain. Even some thatch roofs remains in use in the villages (see figi@euth Devon AONB

Unit, 2013)

In the last century, the AONB has been significantly affected-byignation and population
movement, vihich has had the effect of diluting some of the cultural traditions and
associations of the area. In short, the 20th century brought holiday and recreation uses
(chalet and campsites, hotels, golf courses, marinas), WWII and Cold War military features,
road widening and straightening, new housing, communications infrastructure, mains utilities
(overhead power lines), and car parf&outh Devon AONB Unit, 2013)

1.3. Cultural and natural characteristic of the cultural landscape

Protected landscapes are
describedby a set of unique
Special Qualities which
identify what is distinctive

Box 1.3 10 Special Qualities

1 A fine, undeveloped, wild and rugged coastline

1 Ria estuaries (drowned river valleys), steep combes
a network of associated watercourses

Deeply rural rolling patchwork agricultural landscape gbou.t TN a.nd nili
Deeply incisd landscape that is intimate, hidden and [k AL SRS
secretive away from the plateau tops important to be conserved
Iconic wide, unspoilt and expansive panoramic views JiCUEREE Q=T B loNol (eI {olf
A landscape with a rich time depth and a wealth JloEloJoll=ROAVEV[R=Talo HorsT (=R{o]¢
historic features and cultural associations their AONB, they need to

A breadth and depth of sigra@nt habitats, species argliel-¥=1e|=RteRs8ls (= ez 1as R a
associated natural events

An ancient and intricate network of winding lanes, pa
and recreational routes

1
1

is important about it and
what makes it special

Areas of high tranquillity, natural nightscapes, distinc il .Devon A_O '_\IB
natural soundscapes and visible movement Partnership, 2019bWithin

A variety in the seing to the AONB formed by the the South Devon AONB
marine environment, Plymouth City, Torbay, market JRUECCENE:TCRE 1 STl ]
and coastal towns, rural South Hams and southern EEOINEUITEE =M ofo) @l M) g F:\s
Dartmoor distil the key attributes that

make the area special and
(South Devon AONB Partnership, 2019c) worthy of designation aan




AONB. Distinctive Characterisace components that define what it is that gives South
Devon its sense of place and generally apply to areas smaller than the AONB as a whole.
Key Featureare specific and include detailed locations, places, landmackssrences,
events etc. that are of particular significance to South Devon and help illustrate how or
where the special qualities, distinctive characteristics and natural beauty can be seen. The
interaction between theSpecial Qualities, DistinctiveaCtarsticandKey Featurdss been
visuaked in figure 5.

LEGLISATION POLICY
BIODS/EECROS%YS LANDSCAPE APPRAISAL
HISTROIC
HISTORIC LANDSCAPE
ERvRaN et CHARACTERISATION
RECORD LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPES

Figure5 Visualisation of how Landscape Character assessment feed into the Special Qual
developed by the AONB Unit (South Devon AONB Partnerg&hip, 2019

Note: See Annex Il for a full overview the Special qualities and how the Landscape character
types are connected to contribute to the qualities.

The AONB designation was applied 60 years ago. Most recent approaches to landscape
protection tend to consider the whole rural landscape as heritage and its historic character
as an aspect simply related to its living nature. Therefore the management strategies of all
rural landscapes should always be based on thorough consideration of their historr@kcultu
dimension and aim to a sustainable planning by integrating it with the other economic and
environmental dimensionfDi Fazio and Modica, 2018When the European Landscape
Convention (ELC) came into force in the UK i©@7. It establishes the need to recognise
landscape in law; to develop landscape policies dedicated to the protection, management and
planning of landscapes; and to establish procedures for the participation of the general public
and stakeholders in the eating and implementating landscape poli&esith Devon AONB
Partnership, 2019b) his does not mean that the AONB designation is not important, rather
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the opposite, but there is a need to take multiple aspects into account in protecting the area
Arising from the shifting approach to landscape management and in line with the ELC,
Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) emerged as a process by which to define the
character of the landscape.e. what makes one area distinct or different from anothidre
Landscape character assessment can be used to consider landscape character when planning
any type of chang@.UC, 2018)

1 to inform work on policydevelopment as part of emerging Development Plans;

1 toinform development management, guiding development and land management that
is sympathetic to local character and special qualities;

1 to promote an understanding of how landscapes are changing andheycan be
strengthened.

The Landscape Character Assessment makes a key contribution to the implementation of
the ELC in the South Devon AONB and reaffirms the importance of landscapearduoate

existing work and guide future work to protect, managealaan these nationally protected
landscapes. The landscape character assessment of South Hams that includes the South
Devon AONB area recognizes 11 important Landscape Character Types within the borders

of the AONB (see table 1). Landscape Character Assest is a tool to identify what makes

a place uniqgue and can serve as a framework for decision making that respects local
di stinctiveness. Understanding the <charac
characteristics is a key component in manggynowth sustainably and ensuring that the
inherent quality of the landscape can continue to be celebrated, creating places that people
can be proud of. Understanding of character can be used to ensure that any change or
development does not undermine wieater is valued or characteristic in a particular
landscapeln South Devon AONB, a landscape character assessment is one of other
Important tools that are used to protect and reassure the special qualities in the landscape.

Landscape Character Types (LC@re distinct types of landscape that are relatively
homogeneous in character. Although, the landscapes may occur in different areas in different
part of the same country, in broad terms they share the same combinations of geology,
topography, drainage fiarns, vegetation and historical land use and settlement patterns.
Landscape character types that have been recognised within the South Devon AONB
landscape are:
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Landscape Character Type

1B Open coastal plateaux

3B Lower Rolling Farmed arfsettled Valley Slopes

3C Sparsely Settled Farmed Valley Floors

3E Lowland Plains

3F Settled Valley Floors

3G River Valley Slopes and Combes

4A Estuaries

4B Marine levels and coastal plains

4D Coastal slopes and combes

4H Cliffs

5A InlandElevated Undulating Land

Tablel. List of landscape character types that are found within the AQNBC, 2018)

1.4. Assessment of the values of the cultural landscape: why it is protected
as a cultural landscape

Within the diversity of the English countryside, South Devon AONB is considered

a landscape of exceptional beauty, shaped by nature and the communities whitiele.
Protected landscapes are described by a set of unique Special Qualities which identify what
is distinctive about that area and help to identify what is most important to be conserved
and enhanced (see section 1.3). Before Natural England propasearea becomes
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anAONB, it must meet the Onatural beauty cr
such which are highlighted in box 1.3.

The 34 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beaut
(AONB) in England cover approximately afi=i2 S AECRUER O ICYES
eight of the land sudaces. AONBs were BRREEGl T cRe[VENAREIEREUT 1N
brought into being by the same legislation & manmade landscape is good quali
National Parks, the National Parks and Acces Senic quality such as striking
to the Countryside Act of 1949 and have coastal landforms

consistently been confirmed by parliament a
having equal importance for landscape a
scenic beauty. Atra International level, the
South Devon AONB is classified as
6Category V protect
International Union for the Conservation of
Nature (South Devon AONB Partnership, Natural heritage features, such |
2019c) According to the V category by IUCN, distinctive geology or sm#es and
the main purpose is to protect and sustai habitat

important landscapes/seapes and the Cultural heritage, which can incluc
associated nature conservation and othe the built environment that make!
values created by interactions with human the area unique, such &
through traditional management practice archaeological remains or histori
(IUCN, 2021) parkland

(GOV.UK, 2018)

Relative wildness, such as distan
from housing or having few roads

Relative tranquillity, where nature
sounds, such as streams or birdso
are predominant

t he

Its landscape character has been analysed &
described at a range of levels in different

assessments. The high level, eaeching term natural beauty includes landscape and scenic
guality, relative wildness and tranquillity, natural heritage features and cultural heritage, that
come together to m&e an area distinctive. The special qualities have been developed from

a wide range of assessments identifying the key attributes that make the area special and
worthy of designation as an AONB. Ten special qualities summarise the unique natural
beauty forwhich the South Devon AONB is designated as a nationally important protected
landscape (see box 1.3). Distinctive characteristics are those components that define what

it is that gives South Devon its sense of place and generally apply to areas snaalltreth

AONB. Key features are specific and include detailed locations, places, landmarks,
occurrences, events etc. that are of particular significance to South Devon and help illustrate
how or where the special qualities, distinctive characteristics ahdalebeauty can be seen.

Each component of natural beauty identifies what is special about the landscape and should
be afforded 6great wSoutlydevod AONB Partheshmpna0i9d) d e c

1.5. Assessment of the integrity and authenticity
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The authenticity of a cultural landscape, just like a heritage site, is guaranteed when its
cultural values are truthfully and
credibly expressed through a variety o=l SN A T I (o] ANl ELETAVE el B

attributes. The South Devon AONBds management and use as an AONB:
a complex and varied landscape that [SREEEElo TR VEWAR I CRIENTI 1N My E
constantly influenced by its inhabitant made landscape is good quality

and visitors. The Iandscape offers a f Conserve and enhance the natural a
picture of living use, from th@&ronze cultural heritage oAONBSs, ensuring they

Age and Iron Age to Medieval age, an can meet the challenges of the future
to 18th and 19th century. Modern

human impact such théhas brought
holiday and recreation uses, ne
housing and car parks have bee
allowed where needed.The South
Devon AONB landscape is a living
heritage, constantly evolving, changin
and thereby as authentic as it ca
possibly be.

Promote pblic understanding anc
enjoyment of the nature and cultur
of AONB and encourage people to act fg
their conservation

Support the economic and social we
being of local communities in ways whi
contribute to the conservation ang
enhancement of naturakauty

Value, sustain angromote the benefits
For what concerns the alue of that Areas of Outstanding Natural Beau
integrity, intended as wholeness ang provide for society, including clean air al
intactness of the cultural landscape, water, food, carbon storage and othe
can be argued that the landscape ha services vital t o
preserved the significant features. Wit well-being
protections, legislations, and policie (GOV.UK, 2019
around the designated area, the impac
brought on bychange in by modern lives on the landscape is monitored (see indicators of
change 4.4). However, how increased use of the landscape, climate change, and development
pressure will affect the integrity to landscape will be a test of time (see section ogveri
threats from a use point of view 3.4 and from a management angle under 4.3)

1.6. Technical condition assessment of the cultural landscape: conservation
and protection needs
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The highquality environment within
the AONB is reflected in the clean air,
low levels of light pollution, clean
bathing waters and tranquillity. This
= environmental quality provide a
healthy environment for people living
in and visiting the AONB landscape. At
= the same time, the landscape character
¥ of the South Devon AONB is under
increasing threat due to social,
economic, and environmental
pressures. Activities such as land use,
planning and the changing climate, all
have an influence on the character and
1 condition of the landscape. The
cumulative impact of small scale
changes is being felt at a landscape scale
and the need to respect distinctive
local character is increasingly need
to avoid further damaging cumulative

Figure6 & Start point is a welknown landscape viev damage (South  Devon ~ AONB

of the AONB. Photo courtesy of South Devol Partnership, 2019c) Due to the
AONB Unit. popularity as a holiday destination,

both for visitors and second house

owners, the potential of unwanted gentrification processes has been flagg€dHEMON
COUNTY COUNCIL RESPONSE, 2006; South Devon AONB Unit, 20135 necessary
to monitor cumulative impactrad damaging change on the environment to ensure that the
special qualities are not degraded beyond repair.

While some water bodies have seen quality improvements over the last few years, there has
been a reduction in tranquillity in some areas with newelepments and new leisure
activities(SouthDevon AONB Partnership, 2019cJ he biodiversity and geodiversity of the
South Devon AONB is under threat from natural degradation, inappropriate development
and recreational activities. This is partially a result of the pressure of use for visitongeA la
numbers of visitors can cause damage to fragile shingle vegetation due to wear and tear
caused by access on foot and vehigledC, 2018) There is gynificant pressure from built
development along estuary shorelines, with cumulative impacts on landscape, habitats,
species and water quality. Some of the landscape characterecteric types are affected by
intrusive developmenfLUC, 2018)
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All change is not a result
caused by increased
tourism or irrmigration

but also results of changing
1 agricultural practices.
Some modern farming
practices are thought to be
contributing to a

continuing gradual decline
of many formerly common
species and their habitats.
~ Farms are becoming larger,
more speciated and

Bt - o i S W e =

Figuré? d Iconic view over tAh(::-mBig Burgh iéland. hoté éButn | I |

of South Devon AONB Unit. industrialised, while the
number of traditional,

small, mixed farms are continuing to decli@uth Devon AONB Unit, 2011)Adapting to
modern agricultural practices has the potential to damage the traditional agricultural
landscape that has shajie South Devon AONB landscape. The viability of farm businesses
has led to farming practices that are unsustainable and damaging both to the environment
and to the longterm assets of the farms themselves. The medium sized mixed farms
traditional to Soth Devon seem welbuited to support biodiversity, but the future for these
enterprises can be thought to be uncertain. The fragmentation of habitats has reduced the
ability of less mobile species to move successfully, leading to isolation and losstérig ex
condition and integrity of the network of
protection, resources and attention continue to be of concef8outh Devon AONB
Partnership, 2019b)

~,

1.7. Programme (existing) of protection: con servation, use, adaptation,
modernisation

As required under Part IV, Section 89 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, the
South Devon AONB has set up a Management plan that formulates local authority policy
and action in relation to thenanagement of the area. It provides guidance and support to
statutory undertakers and any public body or person holding public office to fulfil the Section
]! 0Oduty to have regard to the purpose o0f
t he A (@dBhoDevon AONB Partnership, 2019c, 2019h) agreement with the
designation requirements, a management plan of the AONB must consider conserving and
enhancinghe natural beauty of th&@ONB with continuity and consistency over time. The
current Management of the AONB concerns the years 2@094. It does include, as stated

by the government requirements: 1) an assessment of the special quality ADINB, such
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as a landscape character assessment that includes its condition and vulnerability to change;
2) cross reference to existing plans, such as local transport plans or biodiversity action plans;
3) a strategy, such as a 5 ;4 etleerspegidl sites,thato f |
exist in theAONB, such as scheduled ancient monuments or sites of special scientific

i nterest ; 5) an action plan, for exampl e
a monitoring plan to &b wdsdidon ang efiedivieriess iofe a s |
managemenfGOV.UK, 2019; South Devon AONB Unit, 2021a)

1.8 Summary and conclusions.

The South DevorAONB is located in Southwest England, UK. The area is know
its significant landscape features including rugged cliffs, sandy coves,
countryside, picturesque villages, rolling hills, wooded valleys, colourful hedge ba
secretive estuar®e The South Devon AONB is the result of a continues interact
between people and the environment which gives the area its local identity: an a
cultural landscape with strong links to the sea and generations of human activity ¢
into the surroundings. With a 97 km long unspoilt coastline, five river estuaries,
over 27,000 hectares of agricultural land and 2,500 hectares of woodlands, the A

offers varying landscape features.

At the same time, the landscape character of the South DevoiNB@ under increasing
threat due to social, economic, and environmental pressures. Activities such as la
planning and the changing climate, all have an influence on the character and cg
of the landscape. The cumulative impact of sismdlechanges is being felt at a landscz
scale and the need to respect distinctive local character is increasingly needed to
further cumulative damage.
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2. Characteristics of the protection of the cultural landscape

2.1. Legal status of the cultural landscape: formal and practical protection
system

The purpose of a\rea of Outstanding Natural Beautyto conserve and enhance the area's
natural beauty. Th&outh Devon AONB was formally designated in Asty1960 under the
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1988uth Devon AONB Partnership,
2019c) An area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) is land protected by the Countryside
and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW Act). Under tl&ROW Act, the relevant local
authority, must make sure #t all decisions have regard for the purpose of conserving and
enhancing the natural beauty of tA®NB. The local authority decisions and activities must
consider the potential effect it will have within tA€@NB and land outside its boundary.
Localautho i t i es are suggested pargneeshupsortio
AONB and to create a management plan, this is also the structure within the South Devon
AONB. The South Devon Partnership Committee provides a strategic lead in the protection,
conservation and enhancement of the South Devon AONB and consists of 18
representatives: 1) Local authorities; 2) Agencies (e.g., Natural England, Historic England); 3)
Organisations (e.g., Plymouth University); 4) Community representatives (e.g., langowni

or farming communitySouth Devon AONB Pdnership, 2019c) However, it should be
underlined that AONBs do not have the authority to make decisions on development
proposals or strategic plannifGOV.UK, 2018)
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Beyond he AONB designation, there are multiple protected designations within the AONB
itself. Each site/monument is inscribed to national or local acts are thereby protected
separately. Below is a short list of designation sites within the AONB:

Protection type Number/size within the South
Devon AONB

Nature conservation designations

Sites of Special Scientific IntereS6SIs) 18

Special Areas of Conservation 6
National Nature Reserves 2
Geological Conservation Review Sites 9
Scheduled Ancient Monuments 58
Listed Buildings 1317
Registered Historic Parks and Gardens 7
Historic Conservation Areas 39
Protected Wreck sites 4

Table2 o A list of designation sites within the South Devor{(SdDBDevon AONB Partnership,
2019b)
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2.2. Formal requirements regarding  protection of the cultural landscape

As stated above, to become an AONB certain requirements are needed to fulfil (see section
1.4). To further remain an AONB, local authoritieme suggested set up an AONB
partnership who, in turn must create a management plan (see section 2.1). It is required to
deliver a management plan, and further suggested for AONBs work with land managers and
farmers and their representative bodies andmiite public to educate and promote heritage
conservation in their respective areas (see section 3.2 and 4.3).

2.3. Protection of values, authenticity and integrity, technical condition

In 2016 over 74% of the South Devon AONB was identified as usedgocdtural. Agr
environment schemes provide funding to the farmers to implement environmental
improvements to their farming practices. This could include the introduction of wildflower
edges around crops, a reduction in the percentage of hedges cut agahic farming
practices (South Devon AONB Partnership, 2019b).

As mention under section 2.1, there are numerous protected designation sites within the
AONB. Across the UK, Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are legally protected under
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Most SSSIs are in private ownership and their
management is shared responsibility with Natural England. Units based on habitat, tenure
and management. Out of the 403 SSSI units in the South Devon AONB, 356 are in a
favourablecondition. The remaining 47 units are in an unfavourable condition with 14 in a
declining condition, 6 showing no change and 27 recovering. These percentages have broadly
remained constant over the fivgear period.

Within the South Devon AONB 8% of itsrea is covered by woodland. Of the wooded
areas three quarters of this has been classified as broadleaved woodland and in 2017 about
40% of broadleaved woodlands were actively managed. From 2013 to 2017 the percentage
of woodland under management changesht 34% to 42%, an 8% increase (South Devon
AONB Partnership, 2019b)

2.4. Programme (proposal) of protection and conservation

The South Devon AONB fivgear Management plan seeks to ensure that the landscape is
conserved, managed and enhanced to suppod benefit present and future generations.

The plan is grouped into 3 sections: Place, People and Partnership. These sections are further
divided in to 14 themes that cover the issues relevant to the whole South Devon AONB
area and its setting. The firsection focusing on Place aims to discuss how to conserve and
enhance the natural beauty of the AONB:

39



1 Place: The first section of the management plan looks at the values of the landscape
that are needed to protect. This includes the Landscape CharacteurBlaesources
& climate, Biodiversity & geodiversity, Historic environment, Farming & land
management, Coast & Marine, Rivers and Estuaries.

1 People: The second section focus more on use of the landscape, more specially on
Tourism, Access & RecreationaRhing and Sustainable Development, infrastructure
such as transport and highways, the rural economy and services, and lastly, the
community and the culture. This section is further explored under section 3.2.

1 Partnership: This section explores how the AOR can be managed by looking at
awareness and communication, and more specilly at the management, the
organisation and the partnerships. This section is further explored under the full
section 4.

The above listed sections and sséctions work as categorsan the early working Delivery
Planthat support of the South Devon AONB Management Plan straf8gyth Devon Unit, 2020)

2.5. Summary and conclusions

The purpose of a\rea of Outstanding Natural Beauty to conserve and enhance tr
area's natural beauty. An area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) is land protect
law: the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW Act)y8ed the AONB
designation, there are multiple protected designations within the AONB itself, an

them Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SS&®al authorities have given right to ¢
OAOMWBArt ner shi psd to manag e-longhenaganihtBlan
The management plan is broken down into yearly work through a Delivery plan.

3. Characteristics of the use of the cultural landscape

3.1. Description of the primary functions and use

The South Devon AONB landscape is primarily a workiagdscape where about three
guarters of the area is used for agriculture (South Devon AONB Partnership, 2019b).
Besides this, the significant maritime related culture expressed through the large number of
regattas and boati ng e vnecohomic actvitythds cradigomallyt h e
been agriculture, they are increasingly seen as multifunctional spaces: attractive for leisure
activities, iamigration, and increasing tourism.
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3.2. Programme (existing) of use, adaptation, modernization: presentation
and critical evaluation

In the AONB Management plan use can be understood as the seegopleThis section

aims Oto encourage and support sustainabl

recreational activity, for the people who live@n vi si t 6 t he area-
sections:

I) Tourism, Access & Recreation (read more under section 3.3);

Thi

II) Planning and Sustainable Development (this if further discussed under section 3.4);

lIl) Transport & Highways: As well as providing vital sssifor communities and

workplaces, public transport can help to reduce emissions, taking cars off the road
and reducing congestion. The programme supports the development of safe and
parallel access routes supports local communities and further encousag&snable
transport. Intense traffic pressure, particularly in the summer months, causes
congestion at certain locations and may create an intrusion into the quality of the
area;

IV)Rural Economy & Services: As the AONB is a living and working landsctpa wi

wide range of business and economic activities there are various needs. Parts of the
AONB are remote rural areas with poor transport networks, a high proportion of
micro businesses and limited markets due to their distance from urban areas. Growth
opportunities within the local rural economy include: local food and drink produce;
sustainable construction; farm diversification; and tourism. Sensitively located digital
infrastructure improvements have the potential to encourage greater opportunities
for both businesses and residents within the AONB while reducing the need for
travel;

V) Community & Culture: The AONB Partnership supports opportunities to develop

local community initiatives and activity in collaboration with others to help develop
skills, impove health, raise awareness, and encourage cohesion. The resident
community of South Devon is diverse ranging from very affluent areas to deprived
rural communities. Communities are becoming increasingly divorced from land
management and farming traditioreflected in the growing disconnection between
children and the natural environment, reflected in obesity, sedentary lifestyles, and
the loss of independence and confidence in decision making.

Note: specific aims within in each ssections can be foundithe yearly Delivery Plan
(South Devon Unit, 2020)
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3.3. Tour ism, presentation, information : present state and potential

Tourism is a vital part of the local economy with many staying and day visitors drawn by the stunning
beaches, dramatic coastlines, picturesque villages, and field pattern. The natural beduaty of t
landscape is an asset as well as being a major attraction for most visitors. Whilst it is recognised that
sustainable forms of tourism can make a valuable contribution to the local economy and rural
developmentThere are strategic recreational walkingutes which follow the course of the rivers,
along the coastline, and through the rolling landsc&esides, land ways, therehgh levels of
activity, often seasonal, from recreational sailing and other watersporthe estuaries There is
considerdle potential for the AONB to further contribute to the health and wellbeing of local
people and visitorgLUC, 2018) The AONB partnership underlines theccess to public rights of

way, open access land and opportunities as important for increasing active lif¢Stylgls Devon
AONB Partnership, 2019c)

In the management plan, the AONB state that they are aspiring to reach a sustainableuehr
tourism industry which benefits from and contrilast to the environmental quality of the area will

be supported. They will be working sustaining accommodation opportunities and facilities for visitors
and recreational users. Besides this, they aspire to see activities and initiatives to extend beyond the
main tourism seasorfSouth Devon AONB Partneship, 2019c) By providing visitor facilities,
improve recreational infrastructure and make information more accessible at the most heavily used
destinations, the idea is to concentrate marketing on the more popular and developed sites which
are better to accommodate and contain intensive recreational pressure. In additieordioated
information and interpretation about countryside, coastal, marine and estuarine recreation and
access will be promoted through a range of media, to help foster greaterrstaheling, appropriate
expectations and considerate behavig8outh Devon AONB Partnership, 2019c)

3.4. Proposal programme of use, adaptation, moderni  sation

After the completion of the last restoration works in 2014, the fortress was expected to be
used as follows:

Basement Plan: archaeologiaalte to be set up

Raised Floor: Management; Ticket office, B&blop.

First Floor: Exhibitions and frescoed chapel of Sant'Agata.

Second Floor: Exhibitions

Attic: Not usable

Today, the archaeological route on the basement plan is not set up yet arwlidstertainly
be realized. A proposal for future programme of use is for sure connected with the historical
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and architectural value of the building, which needs to be valorised, for instance by establish
not only exhibitions connected to the fairy talestalso with the history of the monument.

3.5. Threats

The landscape character assessment foresees that the many visitors can cause damage to
fragile shingle vegetation in some LCT areas due to wear and tear caused by access on foot
and vehiclesAmongthese are high cliffs, as the eroded footpaths may not only wear them
down but also act as a potential danger. It is suggested that these may be fenced for safety
reasons, however, these features can detract from the relatively natural and unspoilt nature
of the coast(LUC, 2018)

Continued development in the countryside at levels indicated in strategic planning
documents, together with growth in car usagee dikely to diminish levels of tranquillity,
particularly around the urban fringes to the east and west of the AONB. Some prominent
coastal sites are spoiled by past pemrality development, compounded by growing pressure

for commercial activities, intesive recreational use, and erosion. Recreational conflicts and
disturbance of tranquil areas are sometimes caused by motorised craft and at a small number
of beaches users compete for safe launch and water qjsmeh Devon AONB Partnership,
2019c) Generally the highway network is sparse and cstssaf minor rural lanes, although

the LCT is crossed by major transport mainline railway introducing noise and movement
which can detract from tranquillitf{LUC, 2018)

There is significant pressure fror
built development along estuar
shorelines, with cumulative impactEEaes
on landscape, habitats, species a i
water quality. The character of th&™
cliffs is affected by intrusiv
development in the adjacent ope
coastal plateaux landscap@.UC,
2018) Established maritime
businesses are being gradua
displaced from their traditiona IR

premises, undermining the viability; gure8 & Nearby cities are creepy closer to the AON |
of essential shorside support |andscape. Photo courtesy of South Devon AONB U
services and increasing pressure o(south Devon AONB Partnership, 2019c)

other undeveloped estuargide

locations to acconmodate boating use&South Devon AONB Partnship, 2019c¢) In the
river valley many of the farm buildings have been converted to residghtéS, 2018)
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indicating that what was previously houspoedicated to agricultural usage are now being
transformed into housing or part time stays. This has often been recognised as way to read
gentrification processes in rural are@hillips, 2004, 2005; Darling, 200 | ber. g, 202

3.6. Programme (proposal) of use, adaptation, modernization: presentation
and critical evaluation

One of the main issues of the area, is the increased use and the heavy demand for new
housing. The AONB Management Plan is aemak consideration in plamaking and
decisiontaking as part of development management processes. HowAexBs do not

have the authority to make decisions on development proposals or strategic planning
(GOV.UK, 2018)although the AONB Unit does provide protected landscape advice to the
Local Planning Authorities for those applications that have a significant impact on the natural
beauty and special qualities of the AONB. Sec86rof the Countryside and Rights of Way

Act 2000 places an explicit duty on relevant authorities to have regard to the purpose of
conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of an AONB whernpdédaing and decisien
taking. The area remains under intensegsure from housing development on green field
sites both inside the boundary and in the adjoining rural setting. The constraints on available
land mean that areas within the AONB boundary and its setting are under pressure for the
conversion of businesgpurism and employment land to residential u€gouth Devon
AONB Partnership, 2019c) o tackle this issue, the local Councils are consulting on a joint
local plan, setting out where potential development could take place in the South Devon
AONB and how the area will change up to 2034, and theylaaking to neighbourhood
plans to identify a proportion of their housing allocation targ&outh Devon AONB
Partnership, 2019c)

3.7. Summary and conclusions

The South Devon AONB landscape is primarily a working landscape where about
quartersof the areais used for agricultue. Besides this, the significant ntiane related
culture. Al t hough t he A O N B&s s traditioaall
beenagriculture they are increasingly seen as multifunctional spaatgctivefor
leisure activities, imigraion, and increasing tourisnf.ourism is a vital part athe local

economy with many staying and day visit@se of the main issues of the area, is t
increased use of the landscapadathe heavy demand for new housing. In
management plans a will is expressed to encourage and support sustainable ec
development, social engagement and recreational activity, for the people who li
visit the area. The local AONB Unit does hbave the authority to make decisions ©
development proposals or strategic planning.
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4. Characteristics of the management of the cultural landscape

4.1. Description of management of the  cultural landscape: ownership,
structure, staff

The AONB Partnership Committee provides a strategic lead in the protection, conservation
and enhancement of the South Devon AONB. As it consists of 18 representatives it is
representing a diverse part of the inhabitants. The Partriprghsupported by a working
group called the AONB Unit. Their primary focus is to: 1) to provide a strategic, independent
unit dedicated to the conservation and enhancement of the South Devon AONB; and11) to
co-ordinate and drive the implementation oféiManagement plan. The AONB Unit make
sure that is committed to providing value for money in delivering an efficient and effective
service. It aims to be transparent and responsive to key policy influences, partners and
communities whilst being open mindedd embracing change

The tangible maintenance to ensutee patchwork landscape of small fields, hedge banks,
walls, hedgerow trees, woods, orchards, and farmsteads is something has been and is created
by farmers and foresters since hundreds of years.iThentinued work is essential in
keeping the AONB a distinctive, productive, working agricultural lands¢&oeith Devon

AONB Unit, 2011) Thereby, the farmers are important stakeholders for the AONB
PartnershipTo ensure the AONB is recognised and valugs a national, regional and local
asset and effectively managed, the partn
viewpoint.

Figure9 & Slopes and combes. Photography by Roger English. Photo courtesy of South DevonUx@NB
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4.2. Financing: current state, need, possibilities

One of the main tasks of the AONB Partnership is tasks are to make funding applications.
EachAONB has have its own administrative process in place when offering technical support
to determine eligoility, including application and monitoring processes. Landowners and
managers will be required to demonstrate eligibility for support under the scheme as to
location and business status. The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
(Defra) provides annual grant aid to ea@lONB Partnership or Conservation Board to
support delivery of theAONB management plan. The relevant local authorities also
contribute funding to the AONB core functions which mainly concerns staff costs. Funding
for landscap protection and enhancement works will be provided from these budgets and
will be determined and managed by e@¢BNB (GOV.UK, 2019)

In pursuance of specific management plan objecAdBs will offer support to farmers

and land managers to conserve, restore and enhance the distinctive landscape and cultural
heritage of the area. $b aid may include the provision of grants to carry out conservation
and restoration tasks that contribute to the unique character of the area. AG&Bs
provide advice and training through their own staff where possible or if not through a suitably
gualifed provider(GOV.UK, 2019) Grants will either be made available to land managers

to carry out approved schemes ahe AONB team may carry out such work itself.

4.3. Threats

To ensure the AONB is recognised and valued as a national, regional and local asset and
effectively managed, the AONB partnership puts a lot of value in erptgim stakeholders.

Many residents of the area, especially the young and those in adjoining urban areas, are not
engaged with the AONB for a range of reasons including cultural, financial, mobility and
social exclusion. To not have a diverse voice in pfenning of the AONB can a potential

risk in safeguarding the intangible and diverse heritage of the area.
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Yet another apparent threat is the decline in farming incomes and increased financial
pressures are leading landowners to seek alternative lang] sseh as the use of agricultural

land for caravan parks, game shoots, tourist attractions, flood alleviation and the creation of
wildlife habitats. A decline in family mixed farms accompanied by an ageing farming
population, a shortage of new entrantsttee industry, and an increasing burden of regulation
and administration threatens the culture of farmi@gouth Devon AONB Partnership,
2019c) This is an enormous threat to the landscape character, as -scallt farming has
shaped and is shaping the current landscape. Therefore, the Partnanship create an
awareness and understanding of the South Devon AONB and its special qualities amongst
residents, businesses, organisations, and visitors to further strengthen the roles of the
farmers.

4.4. Monitoring and indicators

To monitor change irthe South Devon AONB, 20 indicators were proposed in 2013. The
indicators were then measured against a report from 2017. However, some indicators were
not followed up, or had been reported with different metrics. The full list of indicators if
found below

Management Indicator

Local measure of change

theme
Area (ha) and % of AONB in aggnvironment
schemes

Landscape % of AONB recorded as
character

10 fixed post photographic monitoring points

Natural resources

: No indicators proposed
& climate prop

4 % of SSSIs in o6favour
Biodiversity &
Geodiversity

5 % change in woodland size & type
% of Regionally Important Geological sites

6 0f avourable conditi on
Number of assets on the Historic fizironment
Historic 7 Record
Environment
8 % of assets on the heritage at risk register
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Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings
Registered Park and (
Ri sk register.

10

Scheduled Monuments assessed as declinirn
condition.

11

1 Managementral protection of historic feature
agrienvironment agreements

Farming/ Land
Management

No local indicatos are proposed

Coast/Marine

) 12
Environment

South Devon AONB bathing water quality ratg
excellent

Rivers and

: 13
EYIEUES

WFD river water quality satus

Tourism, Access
and Recreation

No local indicators are proposed

Number of affordable homes built annually

Planning and 14
Sustainable
Development
15

Change in % of settlements with neighbourhg
plan, parish plan or village design statemn
parishes with adopted neighbourhood plans

Transport and

No local indicators are proposed

Total annual values of

agreements

aganvironment

% change in farm number and size

Number of parifies with neighbourhood plan, u
to-date parish plans

Numbers of people engaged with social netwo
and attending events

Highways
16
Rural Economy ant
Services
17
Community and
18
Culture
19
Awareness and
Communication
20

Numbers of people participating in volunta
activities

Management

No local indicators are propsed

Table3. List of local indicators and headline performance against management plan(Swurie

Devon AONB Partnership, 2019b)
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4.5. Summary and conclusions

Their continued work is essential in keeping the AONB a distinctive, productive, wo
agricultural | andscape. 84% of t od aithiq
598 agricultural holdings. The decline in farming incomes and increased financial pr
are leading land owners to seek alternative land uses, such as the use of agricultu
for caravan parks, game shoots, tourist attractions, flood allewiatnd the creation of
wildlife habitats. In pursuance of specific management plan obje&®MBs will offer

support to farmers and land managers to conserve, restore and enhance the disti
landscape and cultural heritage of the area. Such aidmolygle the provision of grant
to carry out conservation and restoration tasks that contribute to the unique charag
of the area.To monitor future change in the South Devon AONRO indicatorswere

proposed in the 203.
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Annex |. Glossary

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB): an outstanding landscape whose distinctive
character and natural beauty are so precious that it is safeguarded in the national interest.

Estuary: Estuaries and their surrounding wetlands are bodies of water usually found where rivers
meet the sea. Estuaries are home to unique plant and animal communities that have adapted to
brackish watefi a mixture of fresh water draining from the land and salty seaw@i& Department

of Commerce, 2021)

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSls): sites that are legally protected under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Most SSSis prevate ownership and their management
is shared responsibility with Natural England.

Landscape Character Types (LCT) are distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogeneous
in character. Although, the landscapes may occur in different areaderedif part of the same
country, in broad terms they share the same combinations of geology, topography, drainage
patterns, vegetation and historical land use and settlement patterns

Special Qualities : AONBs are designated for their natural beauty. Spegigllities are used to
summarise the natural beauty of a designated landscape, and are an important tool in describing and
understanding what it is that makes an area worthy of designation.

Tranquillity : A perceptual landscape quality, increasingly vainednodern society. Often
expressed in terms of o6relative tranquillityo
including naturalness, wildness, and levels of disturbance.

Distinctive Characteristics are those components that define whatstthat gives South Devon
its sense of place. They generally apply to areas smaller than the AONB as a whole.

Key Features are specific and detailed locations, places, landmarks, occurrences, events etc. that
are of particular significance to South Devardaelp illustrate how or where the special qualities,
distinctive characteristics and natural beauty can be seen.

(LUC, 2018; South Devon AONB Partrsdip, 2019b)
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Annex Il. South Devon AONB Special Qualities

The following overview of the South Devon Special Qualities are based on the report
Understanding the special qualities of the South DevdryAl@ENBouth Devon AONB Unit
(South Devon AONB Partnership, 2019d)he Landscape Character Types that state in the
Landscape Character Assessment of South Hams a connection and contribution to certain
Special Qualities have been paifed/C, 2018)

Fine, undeveloped, wild and rugged coastline

Natural Beauty Criteria Landscape Quality

Scenic Qualit v

Relative Wildness v

Relative Tranquillity v

Natural Heritage Features v

Cultural Heritage

Rationale Distinctive characteristics

A natural, dynamic and evolving coastline.
f The scale, extent an. g A richly diverse intertidal area of sand, shingle, rock

continuity  of fin.e extensive rocky reefs.
undevelope_d coastlin - & A largely undeveloped coast where limited developm
that provided the is restricted to historic coastal settlements.

primary Easel for 'fhe A Small setements with a historic relations with the se
AONB designation A The diversity and quantity of geological a

remains a finite ani geomorphological features represented along the en
critically important coast.
national asset. A Dramatic neatvertical hard cliffs in contrast with are:

1 The AONB coastline of low cliffs.

provides a distinct ant &  striking and prominent rellands, secluded coves, b:
abrupt contrast with and beaches providing both scale and contrast.
A An extensive coastal rights of way network.
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the adjoining coastlin
of surrounding ones.
1 Many of the natura
features exposed at th
coast form important
qualifying features fao
nationally  important
nature  conservatior
designations.

Landscape Character

Type

Ria estuaries (drowned

of associated watercourses

Natural Beaut y Criteria

Rationale

AAl | five

distinct character.

Landscape Quality

Cultural Heritage

Strong perception of being distant from significi
habitation and an apparent absence of hur
intervention.

The smells, tastes, sods and movement of the coasi
Exposure to the force of natural weather events and t
effect on the senses meaning that character chai
dramatically with the weather and seasons.

Sense of awe and wonder derived from the seasda,
particularly the umterrupted wide expanse of sea.

Includes: Open coastal plateaux (1B); Coastal slopes
combes (4D); and Cliffs (4H).

river valleys), steep combes and a network

Scenic Qualit v
Relative Wildness v
Relative Tranquillity v

Natural Heritage Features v

Distinctive characteristics

_ O A A consistent high quality and diversity are fou
estuaries share a ver

throughout the estuarine environment contributing to
strong sense of place.
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A The estuaries contras A Estuary character changes with the state of the tide
markedly with the muct  weather conditions.
bigger scale and mor A Extensve areas of saltmarsh, mudflat, coastal gra
open and heavil  marsh and reedbed.
developed nature of the A Steeply sloping land adjacent to the estuaries, o

nearby estuaries. extensively wooded down
A The Salcombe A Deciduous ancient woodland fringes the estuary si
Kingsbridge estuary i  and sheltered combes.

particular is a nationall A Extensive gtirely undeveloped areas of the midc
important example of ¢  estuaries and smaller creeks.

ria estuary having ver A Development restricted to historic settlements i
little freshwater input, sheltered locations close to estuary mouths, or at inle
high salinity levels and  tidal extremities.

large tidal range. Mar A Occasional waterside developments and histc
truly marine plants anc features lave strong functional relationships with tl
animals are found whic  water.

seldom occur A Harbour and boating infrastructure is clustered a

intertidally in estuaries  largely contained within developed areas.

elsewhere. A Flood plains close to the main rivers support rou
A Intertidal rocky  grazing.

foreshore, seagras A Combes with rough pasture, dense field bouridaand

beds, mudflats and s¢ narrow streams at their bases drain to estuaries or

marshes are  the coast drain direct to the sea as coastal combes.

irreplaceable  feature A Small woodland copses on valley sides and tree |
asociated with each o streams emphasise landform.
the AONB estuaries.

Landscape [OYEIEcI@ Includes: Sparsely Settled Fadnalley Floors (3C); Rive
Type Valley Slopes and Combes (3G); and Estuaries (4A).
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Deeply rural rolling patchwork agricultural landscape

Natural Beauty Criteria Landscape Quality

Scenic Qualit v

Relative Wildness

Relative Tranquillity v

Natural Heritage Features v/

Cultural Heritage

Rationale Distinctive characteristics

Elevated land with a pleasing rolling topography.
The pattern of wide, deep and mature Devon hed
(hedgerows on banks) makes a substar
contribution to character

A generally small, irregular field pattern on lower a
steeper land changes to one of medium to large fi¢
on plateau tops.

Sparselwooded plateaux with wind sculpted ar
stunted hedgerow trees prominent in expost
locations near to coast, contrasig with tall mature
hedgerow trees further inland.

Predominantly mixed farming with pasture on t
steeper slopes.

Arable cultivation on flatter areas with larger fie
systems.

The sparse but clustered settlement pattel
farmstead layouts and localemacular building
materials make a significant contribution to
distinctive sense of place.

A The patterned mosaic @ A
predominantly small field
and Devon hedge
reflects ~ centuries of &
harmonious humat
involvement working ir
and shaping the landscay g

A The compleity of the
agricultural landscap
vividly contrasts with the
dramatic coastline an g
expansive apparer
uniformity of the sea. A

A Mixed farming enterprise
have been central tc g
shaping the farme
landscape and its hic
nature value.

A Away from the coast
wide, tall and mature
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Devon hedges supportin A Farmsteads are scattered throughout the area, a
hedgerows enclose lan from ridgelines and nestled in dips often w
at a very high density. shelterbelts.

A Sparsely wooded high ground is often accentudng:
hill top copses.

A Ancient SemNatural Woodland and Plantations ¢
Ancient Woodland Sites are found on steeper val
sides.

A A vivid contrasting tapestry of colours chan
throughout the seasons from subdued pastels
winter stubble to deepred newlyploughed soils, tht
bright yellow of flowering oikeed rape, deep gree
young wheat, ripe golden barley, and the pale yell
white of newly harvested grass.

Landscape [OEIETREIAN Includes: Lower Rolling Farmed and Settled Valley Si
Type (3B); LowlandPlains (3E); River Valley Slopes and Con
(3G); and Inland Elevated Undulating Land (5A).

Deeply incised landscape that is intimate, hidden and secretive away from the
plateau tops

Natural Beauty Criteria Landscape Quality

Scenic Qualit v

Relatve Wildness

Relative Tranquillity v

Natural Heritage Features v

Cultural Heritage v
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Rationale Distinctive characteristics

A The abilty to quickly A Sharp incisions have been formed by rivers,
immerse oneself in the network of combes and the flooded former rive
| andscape a valleys seenoday as ria estuaries.
from it all ¢ A The minorroad network is sparse and well hidd
and highly value generally within sunken lanes bounded with h
characeristic. hedgebanks. The minor road network remai
When traversing the relatively lightly used by traffic.

AONB, the incisions A Long views are afforded from plateau edges o
formed by the five mair the tops of combes or along valleys.
estuaries, the network o A A perception of isolation is often quickly achiev
watercourses and thei by dropping from ridgelines or plateau tops to vall
associated combes create bottoms.
rapidly changing characte A Steep valley sides, woodland and tall hedgeb
The intimate and secretiv with mature hedges restrict and constrain vie
character afforded by valle into and outof the combes and give a strong ser
locations contrasts shply of enclosure, seclusion and at times relat
with that of neighbouring isolation.
plateau, coastal and urb: A Dense ancient oak woods in sheltered and inle
locations. locations add to the sense of enclosure, restrict
Ancient woodlands form & views, sound travel and light penetration.
finite irreplaceable A In valley botbms a more intimate clos&-hand
resource of great scale is apparent and historic features become r
importance. visually prominent.

A The sound of running water in the valleys, and

sounds of wildlife, sheep and cattle are all intensi
by the more enclosed surroundings and kéee
from prevailing winds.

Landscape Character Type

Includes: Lower Rolling Farmed and Settled Ve
Slopes (3B); Settled Valley Floors (3F); Marine levels
coastal plains (4B); and Coastal slopes and combes
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Natural Beauty Criteria

Rationale

panoramic iews from high
ground offer a real sense (
remoteness, wildness ar
scale. They are a resourc
of exceptional value.
Vantage points with view
that only contain natura
features that are consister
with landscape characte
represent a diminishing
highlyvalued resource tha
Is very highly regarded.

Landscape Quality

Cultural Heritage

A

Iconic wide, unspoilt and expansi ve panoramic views

Scenic Qualit v
Relative Wildness v
Relative Tranquillity v
Natural Heritage Features v

Distinctive characteristics

A Open and uninterruptec A Coastal locations with high ground offer up to 3!

degree panoramas that incorporate expans
seaward views to the horizon at up to 45kms aw
and contrastingly extensive.

A number of high inland locationsate steeply
falling topography to at least one side and ol
panoramic views, often including the presence
estuary or coastal water.

Long framed views are provided along combes, ri
valleys, estuary creeks, and along green lanes.
Views from the estary waters offer a unique an
particularly special perspective.

Gate gaps at field entrances form importe
oOwi ndowsd to the | ands
than those possible from within the constrain
channels of lanes lined with tall hedgebankd
hedgerows.

Ridgelines and plateau edges form distinct
unspoilt and very exposed skylines.
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LT RO T ETMAY =B Includes: Open coastal plateaux (1B); Sparsely Se
Farmed Valley Floors (3C); Estuaries (4A); Cliffs (¢
and Inland Elevatedndulating Land (5A).

A landscape with a rich time depth and a wealth of historic features and
cultural associations

Natural Landscape Quality
Beauty

Ll Scenic Qualit v

Relative Wildness

Relative Tranquillity

Natural Heritage Features

Cultural Heritage

Rationale Distinctive characteristics

Prehistoric features include complex field systel
droversao tracks, rid
earthworks, hut circles, trading centres, settleme
enclosures and hill forts.

Later features include farmsteads, field enclosu
orchards, lime kilns, catch meadows, deer pal
rabbit warrens, quarries and toll houses.
Historic defensive features ihale hillforts, castles
gun batteries, piHboxes and observation posts.

A The extent, continuity anc
coherence of historic
landscape character acro
the AONB is of national g
significance. The AONI
was the threshold to
Devon and England fc g
millennia  forming  the
of ton door 6
movements of people
goods and ideas. Layers
archaeological evidenc
and historic features reve:
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the evolution of the Note: See a full overview under section 2.2
landscape through time.

Includes all LCTs

Landscape Character Type

A breadth and depth of significant habitats, species and associated natural
events

Natural
Beauty
Criteria

Landscape Quality

Scenic Qualit v

Relative Wildness v’

Relative Tranquillity

Natural Heritage Features v

Cultural Heritage

Rationale Distinctive characteristics

A The geographical positio A Vegetated sea cliffs; dry calcareous grassland

scrubland; sandbanks slightly covered by seaw
all the time; large shallow sheltered marine inle

combined with the
diversity of [labitats it

supports makes the are
important for a range o
species at the limits of thei
natural distribution range.

A The areads
countryside, aquatic an
marine environmen

combine to form a uniquel’
diverse landscape ar

and exposed and sheltered rocky foreshsrare all
of European importance.

Sea grass beds; mudflats; coastal vegetated st
maritime grassland and heathland; hedgerows
banks; traditional orchards; and oak and v
woodlands are all of national importance.
Agriculturerelated habitats inading Devon
hedges, arable field margins, lowland spedots
meadows, small deciduous woodlands
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seascape providg habitat, hedgerow trees all make an important contributic

niches and conditions for to the wider ecological network.
wealth of species. A A significant number of species are now endemic
the area.

Note: Seea full overview under section 2.x

Landscape Character Type RIEBLESEINNSIES

An ancient and intricate network of winding lanes, paths and recreational

routes

Natural Beauty Criteria Landscape Quality

Scenic Quality v

Relative Wildness

Relatve Tranquillity

Natural Heritage Features

Cultural Heritage

Rationale Distinctive characteristics

A The ar ea6s A Narrow, often sunken historic lanes are bounded
inaccessibility and relianc tall often stonefaced Devon banks and topped wi
on an intricate minor roac thick, wide hedges
network means that there A A collection of historic toll houses, milepost
IS no quick way to covel bridges and signposts.
the ground of the Sailn A Views from vehicles substantially restricted by h
Devon AONB; it has to be banks and hedgerows, with glimpsed views thro

gateways.

62



experienced at a slowe A The more heavily used minor roads typically foll
pace. the areafds ridgelines.

A The South West Coas A Away from ridgelines, particularly in an easst
Path and coastal marg direction the minor road network is exceptionall
form a nationally significal characterful being narrow, steep and winding.
resource and the priman A The speed of vehicle travel thrghout the area is
recreational route of the suppressed by the narrow windingtricacy of the
South Devon AONB. road network.

A Hedge banks and road verges are rich in wildflow
and colourful natural vegetation with the Dewvc
county flower, the primrose, featuring heav
during spring time.

BN ST NGOG EIETRCIMAYSB Includes: Open coastal plateaux (1B); Lower Rol
Farmed and Settled Valley Slopes pen coastal plat
(3B); Sparsely Settled Farmed Valley Floors (3C); F
Valley Slopes and Combes (3G); and Inland Elev
Undulating Land (5A).

Areas of high tranquillity, natural nightscapes, distinctive natural soundscapes
and visible movement

Natural Beauty Criteria Landscape Quality

Scenic Qualit v
Relative Wildness v
Relative Tranquillity v
Natural Heritage Features v
Culturd Heritage v
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A The spiritual,

Rationale Distinctive characteristics

and physical responses
the landscape, particular
its sense of timelessnes

emotiona A The juxtaposition of coastal, estuarine, riverir

fam, village and woodland environments create
rich experience of many different features, soun
smells and textures perceived as being natural

wilderness, remotenes contributing to a sense of tranquillity.
and peacefulness a A Some remote parts of the AONB distant from th
nationally significant. primary road netvork, main population centres an
As a combination of views tourist hotspots offer a real sense of high tranquill
movement, sounds, smell at al l ti mes of the vy
textures and tastes, thi wild and rugged offering a sense of remoteness \
way the AONB is few signs of human presence and the perceptiol
perceived is dramatic, ye a stronglynatural landscape and seascape. Exter
subtle and varied. areas of semnatural habitat reinforce thi
The dark sky and nature perception.
nightscape resource of th A The coast provides a powerful experience
AONB is particularly highh exposure to the elements, whether from stee
valued. vertiginous drops along cliff sections, the sounc
waves, or dumg periods of strong southwesterl
winds or easterly storms.

A Away from the waterside settlements wit
harbours, historic cores and areas of moorings,
estuaries remain tranquil, remote and wild wi
little sense of human activity or presence.

A Dark night skies can be viewed in locations aw

from the intrusive skyglow from the neighbourii
urban centres.

Landscape Character Type

Includes; Sparsely Settled Farmed Valley Floors (
River Valley Slopes and Combes (3G); Estuaries (
Marine levels andoastal plains (4B); Coastal slopes
combes (4D); Cliffs (4H)
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A variety in the setting to the AONB formed by the marine environment,
Plymouth City, market and coastal towns, rural South Hams and the southern

Dartmoor

Natural Beauty Criteria Landscpe Quality
Scenic Quality v
Relative Wildness

Relative Tranquillity

Natural Heritage Features v

Cultural Heritage

Distinctive characteristics

Rationale

A The setting to the AONB A Cities located settingat the ends of the area an

provided by surrounding
areas of land, sea and urb
settlemen together with
the intervisibility betweer
the AONB and these area
Is of great significance.
Distant views from
locations within the Soutt
Devon AONB include
many significant feature
that are not located within
the AONB boundary

contrast strongly with the deeply rural nature of tt
AONB itself.

Residents from nearby areas choose to visit
AONB in significant numbers throughout the ye
for both leisure and business purposes. The reve
is also tree with a high dependency of South Dev
AONB residents for employment opportunitie:
goods and services provided by the neighboul
towns and city.

Off-shore rocks and small islands lie outside -
AONB boundary but make a significant contributi
tothecoast al | andscape ¢
intervisibility with the AONB, the inshore marin
environment is strongly linked to the AONI
through centuries of maritime history, and mode
day fishing industry, lifeboat services, recreatic
boating ad Royal Navy training.
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A The inland boundary of the area is mostly r
marked by a distinct change in scenery and
landscape character continues seamlessly into
neighbouring countryside.

Landscape Character Type Includes all LCTs
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Port Arthur 0 case study of good practice

| Characteristics of the site

Port Arthur Historic Site (Port Arthur) (fig. 1) is located in southern part of Tasmania in
Aust al i a, at Carnarvon Bay. |t i's one of e
which were constructed in the 8and 19" centuries by the British Empire. Port Arthur

was established in 1830, and had operated until 1877 as a convitt site.

In 2010, along with the other ten convict sites, Port Arthur obtained UNESCO World
Heritage status and was inscribed on the World Heritage list under criteria (iv) and (vi) as
part of the Australian Convict Sites. Port Arthur is listed as one of five of su@s sit
Tasmania, alongside Coal Mines Historic Site, Cascades Female Factory, Darlington
Probation Station, and Brickendon and Woolmers Estates. The remaining sites are located
in New South Wales (4), on Norfolk Island (1), and in Western Australia (1).

However, these eleven sites make up only a miniscule fraction of such places: altogether,
there were more than 3,000 convict sites on Australian territétydemonstrating the
importance of such places to #8and 19'-century Australian history. The elev&iNESCO

sites were chosen in particular based on key elements that illustrate various ideas of punitive
measures for convicts during this period of history. Each of the convict sites was designed
with a particular function; besides the purpose of punishméntced labour was also
considered a tool for convict reform.

15 Australian Government. Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environmentbn.d.
16 Australian Government, 2008, p. 5.
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Fig. 1 Port Arthur (blue circle), Isle of the Dead (pink circle) on Admiralty Map no. 1475 (published
in 1893, and modified by author, Wikimedia Commons).
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The area of the inscribed sitef ®ort Arthur covers 146.00 hectares, with the buffer zone
comprising an additional 1216.15 hectaledogether, this area encompasses convict
structures and remains, Carnarvon Bay, and land parcels in argseharea towards the
inland.

History and development

The idea of forced migration for criminal offenders goes back to the beginning of the 17
century, and was in use not only in Britain, but was practised in other parts of the world as
well as late as 1938.

Fig. 2 Individual visitors leftther 6 mar ké at Port Arthur, a test.i
destination (author, 2018).

17 Australian Government, 2008, pp. 8, 56.
18 Australian Government, 2008, p. 43.
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In a period spanning 80 years until 1868, altogether 166,000 prisoners were sent to Australia,
sentenced to spend their imprisonment far away from hdfhklany of them were from
working-class backgrounds in Scotland, Ireland, and Engjlandthe early period of
Australian colonisation, the convicts constituted a large percentage of the people from
Britain?* However, convicts from Canada, Bermuda, Ameriaa] ather British colonies
were also sent to Australi&. Only a relatively small number of them were sent to penal
stations or prison, generally if they had committed a crime during the transport, and it is
assumed that ZB0 per cent of the prisoners endedp in this type of confinement during
their imprisonment?

Prior to the establishment of Port Arthur as a convict site, it functioned from 1830 to 1833

as a timbeygetting statiorf? Port Arthur served as a prison for male secondary offenders,

and due taits isolated position and difficult terrain that prevented escape, it has been termed

a O6prison within a prisono. The penal sta
prisoners were condemned to strenuous and dangerous physical work and continued
surveillancé? Port Arthur penitentiary was intended to be sdfifficient: besides the forced

work in the dockyards, lime kiln, and quarry, convicts also worked on the governnent

farm, which provided staples for the siteOver time, Port Arthur devéoped into a
successful industrial site, with felling, sawing and preparing the timber for shipment.

Due to the lack of success of this system of confinement, difficulties of rehabilitation, as well
as an assumed increase of homosexual activity, in 1858&ansport of prisoners came to

an end Iin Van Diemends Land, as it was 1| n
buildings were then employed for other functions: they housed those with mental illnesses,
paupers, and invalidsThis use continué until 1877. As soon as the convict site closed
down, parts of the lands were sold off, and the township Carnarvon was established. New
buildings were then erected and demolished, and existing ones repurposed: the former
Asylum was, for instance, 1&sedas a city hall, and the military barracks employed were for
tourism or private residence¥.In the 1880s, the site gained importance for touristic and
recreational purposes, adding to the significance of the place (fiy. 2).

19Barnard, 2016, p. 1.

20 Barnard, 2016, p. 1.

21Barnard, 2016, p. 1.

22 Australian Government, 2008, p. 43.

23 Australian Government, 2008, p. 56.

24 Australian Government, 2008, p. 33.

25 Australian Government, 2008, p. 56.

26 Australian Government, 2008, p. 33.

27 Australian Government. Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environmentan.d.
28 (Australian Government. Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environmentbh.Bor further information of the changing
function of buildings, se¢Tasmanian Heritage Council Tasmanian, 2021)

29 (Australian Government. Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environmentbi.d.
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Structures

Altogether, roughy 60 buildings make up the site of Port ArthiiThirty of them were built
by the convicts themselvésThey were built in different phases, the majority belonging to
the period between 1830 and 1853 (fig. 3).

e

Fig. 3 Remaining structures at the soumtbstan end of Port Arthur (author, 2018).

The most prominent structure of Port Arthur is the Penitentiary (fig. 4), which stands out
upon arrival via Carnarvan Bay. This fatiorey building housed up to 484 convicts, of which
roughly onefourth stayed in se@rate cells, whilst the remaining slept in berth@nly some
remains have survived of the Prisoner Barracks. This structure accommodated convicts, as
did the Separate Prison. At Port Arthur, pronounced corporal punishment persisted until
1848, after whichpoint punishment began to take place solely in psychological form: the
Separate Prison was erected for precisely that purptse.

30 (Australian Government. Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environmentah.d.
31 (Australian Government, 2008, p. 33)
32 (Australian Government, 2008, p. 33)
33 (Australian Government, 2008, p. 56)
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Fi. 4Th Peitentiay is a mresswe uilding and esily discernible from land and sea (author,
2018).

The Separate Pson exemplified the emerging idea that punishment should take the form of
solitary confinement for unresponsive prisoners. It was built between 1848 and 1852, and
ran from 1852 to 1877 Distributed across three corridors were 50 cells, in addition to 12
yards designed for exercise, and two cells designated for additional punisfiitetsense

of solitary confinement was yet increased by diminishing the sounds prisoners could hear:
soft padding was placed under shoes to lessen the sound of footstepshapdivere
forbidden to speak. Communication between prisoners was prevented (fig. 5), and convicts
wore a mask with eyeholes covering their face when they moved inside the pfigwen

the chapel inside the Separate Prison was designed to prevent visuphgsical contact
between prisoners, as the pews were separated into individual berths (figThis prison
followed the Philadelphian system of confinement, in which the prisoner is believed to reflect

34 (Australian Government. Daptment of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, Rl (Australian Government, 2008, p. 56)
35 (Australian Government, 2008, p. 33)
36 (Australian Government, 2008, p. 97)
37 (Australian Government, 2008, p. 33)
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upon his/her sins, feel penitence, and thus firatl @rough the isolation of him/her from
the other prisoners.

Fig. 5 To minimise communication between prisoners, the exercise yards were designed for the use
of one prisoner only, whilst surveillance of a prisoner could be guaranteed (author, 2018).

The Point Puer establishment is located at the eastern point of the Carnarvon Bay, and was
designed for the confinement of young boys between the ages of 9 and 18. It ran from 1834
until 18493 Through basic education, religious and moral training, asasethining in skills

for a trade, it was believed that these young men could be reintegrated into sGtiEhe

Isle of thDead (figs. 1 and 7) lies within the Carnarvon Bay, to the north of Point Puer, whe
circa 1,000 people are buried, with thegoheconvicts separated from those of the military and
civilians; of these, 88 headstones have stirvived.

38 (Australian Government, 2008, p. 56)
39 (Australian Government, 2008, p. 56)
40 (Australian Government, 2008, p. 33)
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Fig. 6 Individual booths in the chapel inside the Separate Prison ensured that communication
between prisoners was hindered (author, 2018).

A prominent position is also held by théhurch (fig.8), whichalong with the Parsonage and

the structures for the Visiting Chaplain and Magistrate, are located above the area destined
for the convicts®! In their proximity lie the Accountant and Governmento@age and the

Junior Medical Office. Opposite of these structures are those designated and associated
(mostl y) with the military and surveill an
Quarters, the houses of the Commandant and the Senior Militaryc&ff as well as the
Military Barracks and the Law Courts.

Later additions include the Port Arthur Asylum, which was built for people with mental
llinesses in 1868.

41 Australian Government, 2008, p. 33.
42 Australian Government, 2008, p. 33.
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Fig. 7 The Isle of the Dead is located at the newtastern side of Carnarvon

Fig. 8 The Church is set within a stunning landscape (author, 2018).
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The areas dedicated to forced | abour G

House, Quarry, Gover nment Far m, Sawpits a
House?
Values
As with every World Heritage site, criter.

Value (OUV). Itis the aim to preserve these qualities, and all changes to the site need to be des
in such a manner that they matlimpact these values.

The inscriptiqeriterion (jvstates that the

@.] Australian convict sites constitute an outstanding example of the way in which
conventional forced labour and national prison systems were transformed, in major
European natiosin the 18th and 19th centuries, into a system of deportation and forced

| abour forming part of the British Empire:q
of the creation of penal colonies to serve the many material needs created by the
devebpment of a new territory. They bear witness to a penitentiary system which had
many objectives, ranging from severe punishment used as a deterrent to forced labour

for men, women, and children, and the rehabilitation of the convicts through labour and
disci pfi ne. o

Whilst criterion (iv) is relevant as the

é.] transportation of criminals, delinquents, and political prisoners to colonial lands by
the great nation states between the 18th and 20th centuries is an important aspect of
human history, especialyith regard to its penal, political, and colonial dimensions. The
Australian convict settlements provide a particularly complete example of this history
and the associated symbolic values derived from discussions in modern and
contemporary European socket They illustrate an active phase in the occupation of
colonial lands to the detriment of the Aboriginal peoples, and the process of creating a
colonial population of European origin through the dialectic of punishment and

43 Australian Government, 2008, p. 33.
44UNESCO World Heritage Centre, ia,dsee alsdustralian Government, 2008, p. 73.
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transportation followed by forceé labour and social rehabilitation to the eventual social
i ntegration of*convicts as settlers. o

As shown above, the significance of Port Arthur is shown on different levels: for one, the
site is a sign of Britai no sossenenthaneostemotea n d
territories.*® Convicts were exploited in terms of their work force, skill, and expertise for
Britainds expansionistic de'sTherp@duttsoandgoodsg u e r
that the convicts created, such as clothes, efiamilled timber, ironmongery, or flour were
shipped to Britain or consumed within the colony its€lSecondl y, the crim
could be removed from Britain by forced transport, preventing them from tainting the
morality of the rest of societyThirdly, the site fostered the development of attitudes
towards criminals, their punishment, and rehabilitation.

Within the history of convict sites altogether, Port Arthur plays a significant role insofar as

it reflected the approach of the time towardupitive sentences, in which the convicts were

to be reformed through work, education, religion, and isolation, rather than by physical
punishmenté? The surveillance of convicts was augmented by the strategic location of Port
Art hur, as a-asomawh@ati d@om&ni n which the on
guarded with the help of dogs, and communication between watchmen was facilitated by a
system of semaphore signafls.

As argued by the ICOMOS Burra Charter, the values of a place span its aestirttcical,
scientific, spiritual, and social values, which together make up its cultural significance. Other
values of Port Arthur include its heritage, scientific, aesthetic, technical, social special
associations, and Indigenous values. A few examplesow be outlined here. Beyond its

use as a convict site, Port Arthur has other significant structures and periods, such as its
Sol di ers®6 Memori al Avenue of 1919, HIEIHENS
Carnarvon was established, as welllzes tragic event of the mass murder on 28 April 1996,
which contributed to a modification of national gun laws in Australigechnical values can

be found, for example, in the Lempri reds
which in alignmenwith historic documents provides a contribution to climate resear¢éh.
Although this may appear somewhat paradoxical and unethical considering its dark history,
aesthetic values can also be found in the picturesque setting of the site, which has been
ackrowledged by painters and writers from the time of the convict period, and thereafter
(fig. 9)>* The scientific values of the site are, for instance, the development of archaeological

45UNESCO World Heritage Centre, ia,dsee alsdustralian Government, 2008, p. 74.

46 Australian Government, 2008, p. 33.

47 Australian Government, 2008, p. 77.

48 Australian Government, 2008, p. 79.

49 Australian GovernmenDepartment of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, 4d.

50 Australian Government, 2008, p. 94.

51 Port Arthur Historic Site, n.d.

52 Port Arthur Historic Site, n.dFor further values see https://portarthur.org.au/heritageanagement/heritagevalues/
33 Port Arthur Historic Site, n.d.
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methods, which have later served as the basis for the strategies empiloyadstralia for
archaeological method and theoty.
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Fig. 9 One of the i mages published in the nov
Port Arthur (M. e. E. Morris / Jules Vern@/ikimedia Commons).

The soci al v a | atersbuilding ealue, s atplaee that is tcanriested o the
identity of the descendants of convicts, but also to the soldiers fallen in WWI, and as one of
the iconic sites of the convict past. The Indigenous values lie in the landscape of Port Arthur,
which has experienced little change since the arrival of the colonists. In addition, several
Indigenous sites are located in proximity to Port Arthur, and it is suggested that an
Indigenous person is buried at the Isle of the Deddurther values identified &ort Arthur

are its special association values: this refers to the association with particular people who

54 Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd et al., 2008, pF6&her explications on the individual values can be consulted earlier in this
publication.

55 Port Arthur Historic Site, n.d.
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are important to the history of Port Arthur, including convicts, reformers, administrators,
or artists>®

The rarity of the site lies in several oftlsei t e6s f eatures: one of t
demonstrates the importance of convict labour for the creation of infrastructure and ships.
This is demonstrated, for instance, through the layout of the site and the location of
individual structures Hat reflects an intentional and purposeful design with the aim of
creating a functional and hierarchical convict %ite.

However, the Convict Sites carry many more values than those for which they were listed,
different values are more salient toicedanmunities. In 2007, the records compiled and archived
on the convicts were put on UNESCO Memory of the World Register as intangible heritage.

Integrity

As a serial listiffithe Convict Sites need to demonstrate their integrity by possessfiuatiie sig
elements that jointly make up the OUV.

The elements identified for fulfilling criterion (iv) are:

- 0 E x p a n-folitinagysphgresoof influence
- Punishment and deterrence
- Reformati®n of convictsé

At Port Arthur, all of these elements are present

Criterion (vi) is characterised by thematic elements that demonstrate

- 6Penal transportation as dominant model
- Shiftin the punishment of crimBuenced by Enlightenmientnodern era from punishing
the body to psychological punishment

56 Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd et al., 2008, p. 65.

57 Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd et al., 2008, p. 66.

58 Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd et al., 2008, p. 66.

59 Australian Government, 2008, p. 76.

60 According to theJNESCO Guidelines for the PreparatioBesial Nominations to the World Heritage Yiats@rial nomination is

any nomination which consists of two or more unconnected areas. A single World Heritage nomination may contain a series of
cultural and/or natural properties in different geographit@tations, provided that they are related because they belong to: (i) the
same historicecultural group; (ii) the same type of property which is characteristic of the geographical zone; or (iii) the same
geological, geomorphological formation, the samedaographic province, or the same ecosystem type, and provided that it is the
ASNASazZ FyR y2i ySOSaalNARte SIFHOK 2F AdGa 0O2YLRWNESAGWoidd {1 Sy AYR
Heritage Centre, n.d.b)

61 Australian Government, 2008, p. 73.
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- Influenceoemer gence of nat Ponal penitentiary

Only the second element is reflected at Port Arthur with the Separate Prison, the Point Puer a
physical isolation from t heairreémapidinionpgt i ccoonnv

The sites are iaand are preserved in their entirety, and the boundaries correspond to th
historical areas, which also encompass the laffdEbapfabric of the place is partially intact,
parts of buildings are in ruins, whilst others have completely vanisbed. ofitbdasite is
partially in very good condition and partially decaying. As it is located close to the sea, the
humidity threatens the fabric, especially the salts, and tides and flooding occur occasionally.
have also had a damaging effethe site (most notably in 1895 and 1897).

Authenticity

The Convict Sites are in compliance with the requirements of possessing authenticity, as defir
the Nara Document and most importantly by the UNESCO Operational Guidelines. At Port Ar
authenticity is also proven by its building fabric as well as design, and through the retention c
form® Reconstructions, or the indications of the outlines of buildings, were carried out in suc
manner to beasily distinguished from the historimfunidterial and to maintain the authenticity

of the building fabric (figs. 10 and 11). Miooservation work involved the use of traditional
materials and technigues in accordance with contemporary conservatiéh principles.

74.
74.
117.
118.
118.
119.

62 Australian Government, 2008,
83 Australian Government, 2008,
64 Australian Government, 2008,
65 Australian Government, 2008,
66 Australian Government, 2008,
67 Australian Government, 2008,
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Figs. 10 and 11 Interiostructures at the Penitentiary: contemporary building materials were
employed for partial reconstruction/site interpretation purposes to make them easily
distinguishable from the historic fabric (author, 2018).
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